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Abstract:

The old rent crisis in Egypt reflects decades of unbalanced housing policies that have
deeply disrupted the landlord-tenant relationship and distorted the rental market. The
long-standing freeze on rent values, under exceptional historical circumstances, has eroded
landlords’ rights while allowing disproportionate gains for some tenants.

This paper asserts that resolving the crisis requires recognizing the state as an integral
actor-ensuring both the right to adequate housing and the protection of private property. A
balanced, reform-oriented approach is needed—one that addresses current socio-economic
realities and redefines the legal framework on equitable grounds.

The recommended course of action is a gradual liberalization of old rent contracts, coupled
with targeted state support for vulnerable tenants. This solution upholds constitutional
values and reinforces the state's social responsibility, offering a sustainable path toward
justice and market stability.
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